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The  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority  today  approved  an  agreement  which  allows 
the  BRA,  in  partnership  with  the  Boston  Housing  Authority  and  the  Columbia  Point 
Community  Task  Force,  to  advertise  for  private  developers  to  undertake  construction 
of  a  new  mixed  income  residential  complex,  on  the  site  of  the  present  public 
housing  project. 

The  agreement,  which  culminates  24  months  of  planning  work  among  the  two  agencies, 
the  residents  of  Columbia  Point  and  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Housing  and  Urban 
Development,  calls  for  development  of  1600  units  of  housing,  of  which  400  units 
will  be  Tow-income  housing.  The  low-income  housing  honors  a  commitment  made  by 
the  City,  the  BHA  and  the  Task  Force  that  present  residents  of  Columbia  Point 
will  have  housing  they  can  afford  at  the  redeveloped  Columbia  Point. 

In  addition,  up  to  400  units  of  housing  will  be  for  moderate  income  residents 
with  the  remaining  800  units  to  be  market  rate  housing. 
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Mayor  Kevin  H.  White  termed  the  BRA  vote  "a  significant  step  towards  maintaining 
the  momentum  of  revitalization  at  Columbia  Point." 

Mayor  White  said,  "The  BRA,  BHA,  HUD,  and  the  city's  Office  of  Housing,  have 
formulated  a  development  process  that  ensures  the  present  residents  of  Columbia 
Point  will  benefit  directly  from  this  revitalization  program." 

"At  the  same  time,  the  program  to  renovate  Bayside  Mall  as  an  exposition  center, 
and  the  participation  of  a  private  development  firm  for  the  new  housing,  presents 
Boston  with  an  opportunity  to  create  a  model  neighborhood,  one  whose  diversity 
reflects  the  character  of  this  city." 

Earlier  this  summer  the  BRA  applied  for  a  $25  million  Urban  Development  Action 
Grant  to  assist  in  the  Columbia  Point  development.  Phase  I  of  the  development 
program  involves  the  renovation  of  the  existing  Bayside  Mall  to  serve  as  Bayside 
Exposition  Center,  a  facility  to  house  trade  shows  and  exhibits. 

Phase  II  of  the  Columbia  Point  development  program  will  involve  the  creation  of 
the  new  housing  on  the  present  38-acre  site  now  owned  by  the  Boston  Housing 
Authority  and  an  additional  14-acre  parcel  owned  by  the  City  of  Boston.  The  BRA 
has  requested  that  $21  million  of  the  UDAG  grant  be  used  for  the  housing  development, 
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Application  for  additional  housing  subsidies  will  be  made  if  review  of  the 
development  proposals  indicates  that  the  UDAG  funds  are  not  sufficient  to  carry 
out  the  full  scope  of  the  mixed  income  project. 

BRA  Director  Robert  J.  Ryan,  in  recommending  that  the  BRA  Board  authorize  the 
advertisement,  said,  "For  the  first  time  we  have  the  enthusiastic  and  vigorous 
support  of  all  parties  on  a  development  program  for  Columbia  Point." 

"Within  a  month  we  will  advertise  nationally  for  developers  to  undertake  this 
project.  We  think  the  attractiveness  of  the  Columbia  Point  site,  and  its 
setting  on  Boston  Harbor,  will  attract  the  developer  interest  that  will  lead  to 
creation  of  a  new  Boston  neighborhood." 

The  BHA,  with  HUD's  concurrence,  will  sell  or  lease  its  property  on  Columbia  Point 
to  the  developer  chosen  to  carryout  the  project. 


#  #  #  #  # 


